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AUGUST 29, 2012
Georgia Southern University senior Christopher Combs, of Fayetteville, N.C., will receive this year’s Brittany “Ally” Harbuck
Scholarship during a reading and reception Thursday, Sept. 6.  Award-winning novelist Tina Whittle served as this year’s
scholarship judge and will present the award at 7 p.m. in Room 1005 of the Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and
Information Technology building. The event is free and open to the public.
Combs and nine other nominees will read their entries during the ceremony, and members of the Harbuck family will
participate in the award presentation. A catered reception will follow the ceremony.
Combs’ winning submission was a collection of 10 poems he wrote in professor Eric Nelson’s poetry writing class in spring
2012. The poems reflect a range of subjects, from serious to playful, including “What the Night Dreams,” “Fifty-two Card
Pick-up the Family Pieces” and “Blank Page Phobia.”
“Every time I returned to the pages, I discovered some new facet,” Whittle said of Combs’ poems. “The exquisite tension
they held was never diminished by an easy resolution; indeed this writer possessed Keats’ negative capability in spades — to hold irreconcilable ideas
in the palm of the hand and not seek to reconcile them. Moving and beautiful and profound.”
The Sept. 6 ceremony will also include readings by Harbuck Scholarship finalists Chad Sanderson and Jackson Sharpe, and award nominees Jennifer
Coate, Jennifer Curington, Ryan Evans, Beth Martin, Jamie Morton, Naima Ozier and Jared Sharpe.
Combs is the fourth recipient of the scholarship endowed by David and Debi Harbuck of Savannah to honor their daughter, who died in a traffic
accident in April 2005. The Harbuck Scholarship supports sophomore, junior and senior writing majors with at least a 3.0 GPA in their writing courses.
To be considered for the scholarship, students must be nominated by faculty in the Department of Writing and Linguistics and must submit 10 to 15
pages of fiction, nonfiction or poetry to the Harbuck Scholarship Committee. The committee narrows the list of applicants to three finalists for judging
by an outside author.
Whittle has published two novels: The Dangerous Edge of Things and Darker Than Any Shadow. Her fiction has appeared in Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery
Magazine, The Savannah Literary Journal and Gulf Stream. As part of the Harbuck award celebration, Whittle will hold a reading Friday, Sept. 7, at
7p.m. in Room 1005 of the College of Information Technology.
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For more information, contact the Department of Writing and Linguistics at 912-478-0739.
Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers more than 120 degree programs serving more than
20,000 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of
academic achievement.  In 2012, the University was named one of the Top 10 most popular universities in the country by U.S. News & World
Report and is a top choice of Georgia’s HOPE scholars.  Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered approach to education.
Visit: www.georgiasouthern.edu
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The Georgia Southern Botanical Garden is
receiving a new name as part of its
25th anniversary year.  Effective Sept. 1,
the garden will be known as the Garden of
the Coastal Plain at Georgia Southern
University.  The new name is designed to
reflect the garden’s growing reputation as a
popular destination for tourists, schools and
more.
“This new name will help us as we pursue
greater regional recognition,” said Carolyn
Altman, director of the Garden.  “The new
name incorporates the Garden’s mission,
focusing on the natural and cultural
features of the southeastern coastal plain.”
Altman points out that the name also
clearly connects the Garden to Georgia
Southern.  “Including Georgia Southern
University in the title clarifies and reinforces
the important relationship between the
Garden and the University, and introduces Georgia Southern as a University to people who may be unfamiliar with the growing institution.”
The Garden of the Coastal Plain at Georgia Southern is an 11-acre natural and historical site located in Statesboro.  The Garden attracts thousands of
visitors each year and offers a wide variety of gardens, trails, the Bland farmstead and the popular Weathervane Barn Exhibit.  One of the most recent
additions to the Garden has also become one of the most popular attractions for visitors of all ages — the Oak Grove One Room Schoolhouse. The
authentic early 20thcentury schoolhouse provides visitors with an opportunity to not only see how children were taught, but to experience lessons first
hand through creative programs designed to educate and entertain.
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The Garden is open to the public Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to7 p.m.  and on Sunday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.  Admission is free of charge. 
In addition to its normal hours, the Garden also offers rentals for special events, tours and other educational programming.  More information is
available atwww.georgiasouthern.edu/garden.
Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers more than 120 degree programs serving more than
20,000 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of
academic achievement.  In 2012, the University was named one of the Top 10 most popular universities in the country by U.S. News & World
Report and is a top choice of Georgia’s HOPE scholars.  Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered approach to education.
Visit: www.georgiasouthern.edu.
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